
“stands training” in order to 
refresh/hone some of their 
skills in prep for the second 
week, the Field Training 
Exercise (FTX).  I was 
fortunate to have the 
opportunity to visit during 
the FTX along with the RSM. 
Maybe the RSM and I will 
plan on attending the 
“Stands training” next year 
as I think we need to “hone” 
our navigation skills. It was 
very interesting to watch 
some of our troops 
conducting a night move, 
especially observing their 
backing skills during black-
out driving. I believe that 
everyone got some good 
training out of this exercise, 
especially since it was a two-
week event, which kind of 
teaches lessons of its own. 
 
The end of the training year 
also marked the departure 
of some of our long serving 
staff at the Regiment. Our 
Operations Officer, Capt 
Daniel Zhang left us for 
better skies in the Ottawa 
region. I understand that he 
did find a “busier” job at 
CJOC.  Our Chief Clerk, Sgt 
Jessica Miller was posted to 
CFRC Toronto. On behalf of 
us all, I thank Daniel and 
Jessica for their dedication 
and selfless service. 

continued on page 4 

How time flies by is 
commonly heard, especially 
as one gets older.  I am 
finding that time is not only 
flying by, it is, as many 
Trekkie fans would say, it 
goes by at warp speed.  Jack 
Lee reminded me that it was 
that time again to reflect 
upon the events that have 
gone by during the past six 
months and to offer a 
glimpse of what is coming. 
 
Since my last message from 
June, the Regiment stood 
down its parading for the 
summer. At one time, that 
would mean some time to 
take a break for those who 
had been caught up on their 
professional qualification 
training, but this is no longer 
the case.  As the Reserves 
are now responsible for a 
large part of their own 
training, those who are 

caught up in their trades 
qualifications are actually 
teaching those who are not 
during Reserve Summer 
Training. During the month 
of July, some of our 
Regimental personnel 
participated in Exercise 
ULTRA NIAGRA, the annual 
Brigade competitive load-
bearing march that is 
conducted in the Niagara 
area, providing 
communications support. 
July and August, Toronto 
hosted the Pan Am and Para 
PanAm games. Although we 
were not formerly tasked, 
the nature of the event was 
such that it was on our 
minds, and we all 
experienced what such an 
event can do for the daily 
commute. Also, the month 
of August saw the Reserves 
joining members of the 
Regular Force in Petawawa 
for Exercise STALWART 
GUARDIAN 2015, our annual 
military concentration.  A 
computer –aided exercise 
(CAX) was held in the first 
week where some of our 
Signallers did some magic in 
getting our Land Command 
Support System (LCSS) 
computerized software and 
hardware suite going for our 
staff officers. The first week 
also saw the bulk of our 
Signallers undergoing 
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Sir (Ken Lloyd), much like the ops I've served under your 
command (recup and abacus), you have my full support. I 
may not physically be able to crawl under the hood and help 
prep the truck but after spending a decade with the Sigs, I 
can surely come up with a story or 2 :-)  

Grace Rejante  

Did you know? 
…  wearing of the blue and white armlet was authorized for 
dispatch riders and linemen in 1926. 

Message from Capt. Ric Rangel-Bron, CD 
 
All: 
 
As you know, our dear friend Major Rick Leswick has been 
fighting a courageous battle against pancreatic cancer for the 
last ten months or so. 
 
While the battle isn't over yet, this horrific disease has the 
upper hand. While Rick has not by any means given up the 
fight, he is very weak. 
 
Rick's body may be changing but his mind and heart is still 
his own. We have chatted about many of you, his love for the 
Cadet programme, and, of course, his love for Karina. 
 
We have shared a few grand laughs, and a few tears, but in 
the end his spirit and smile let me know that he is still the 
Rick we have all known and loved for so many, many years. 
 
Karina, well...she is amazing. She is holding up as she is 
dedicated to keeping Rick comfortable. While I don't know 
how she is doing it, it is evident that her love for him has 
given her the strength she needs at this moment. 
 
 At the moment, Rick is not able to receive visitors, and it is 
difficult for them to take calls.  
 
Please keep Rick and Karina in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Regards, 
 
Capt. Ric Rangel-Bron 
 
 
For those of you who wish to send a written message to Rick 

and Karina their mailing address is as follows: 
 

308 Cedar Street 
Collingwood, Ontario 

Canada, L9Y 3B1 

What an informative issue Jack! The pictures, as always, are 
great. 
 
One question - have you considered a format change, now 
that it's all online? What I mean is possibly setting things up 
so that it's just a continuous scroll down to finish an article, 
instead of starting the COs article then rolling down past the 
beginning of another article to finish the first one. 
 
One typo - Mr. Mistak's church would not be "St. 
Cashmere's" (a type of expensive sweater!), but St. Casimir's. 
If you wish, I could volunteer to do proof-reading for your 
next issue - it often helps to have another fresh pair of eyes to 
check things over. 
 
Hope you're enjoying the summer - I'm certainly enjoying 
retirement. 
 

Heather McClory 

Letters to the Editor 

The eCommunicator 
delivered to your computer 

 
You can now download your Communicator to your 
computer. You can also find back issues to complete your 
library. Simply copy the link below and paste it in your 
browser address bar. 
 

http://www.torontosignals.ca/ 



Joining us, is Captain Alan Lui from ADM(IM) in Ottawa, 
who has been assigned as our Regimental Adjutant, while 
Sgt Wendy Dalcourt from Petawawa, is our new Chief 
Clerk. We welcome you both to our Regimental family. 
 
Shortly after the CNE in September, our Stand-up activities 
were held. I am glad that we planned to hold our annual 
Force Test during our first weekend.  That is now behind us. 
The fall saw our soldiers refresh their Individual Battle Task 
Standards, first-aid, driver-wheel, C7 rifle, etc. A busy fall 
period of training will continue in December.  I continue to 
be impressed with the commitment of our soldiers and 
officers towards making this kind of training happen, with 
minimal loss of time and resources. 
 
On the 26th of October, we held an informal session where 
we introduced our new HLCol Ken Lloyd to the soldiers and 
officers on hand.  We were fortunate to have HLCol Alex 
Moseanu and thanked him for the five years he had been 
in the position.  Because the time was too short between 
the time I was notified of the approval of Ken Lloyd as 
HLCol and the 25th of October, the date that the term 
commenced, a formal ceremony that will properly thank 
Alex Moseanu for his service as HLCol and to properly 
introduce Ken Lloyd as our new HLCol, is being planned for 
the weekend of 30-31 January 2016.  A dinner will be held 
on Saturday the 30th while a parade will be held on 
Sunday. More details will be provided as they become 
available. 
 
November was probably the busiest month of our training 
year.  I was able to attend the Remembrance Day 
ceremony at York Cemetery with the unit on Saturday the 
8th of November. With the non-availability of our traditional 
setting at the Church at Leaside, RSM Mallia and Padre 
Brown worked on an option to join 32 CER as part of their 
contingent at the York Cemetery. Not only was the 
ceremony a success, both Signals and the Engineers share 
their origins prior to the creation of the Royal Canadian 
Corps of Signals, so it was appropriate that we honoured 
our veterans together on this special day.  As the 32 CER 
had a traditional blessing for their soldiers, Padre Brown 
quite adeptly created, and at the same time established, a 
new traditional blessing for 32 Signal Regiment that will be 
published in her column. Although we had a reception 
following the ceremony, many came to me recommending 
that we retain some kind of dinner in the future.  
Unfortunately I was not able to attend the November 11th 
ceremony at Bracebridge, but from what I understand, it 
was a success and our presence was very much 
appreciated. 
 
During this period we were all saddened with the passing of 
several members of our Regimental Family. We will 

remember Bill Askin, a former member of 8 Signal 
Regiment, who passed away on 13 July; the passing of Pte 
Lydia Nicoll’s husband in September; the passing of 
Bandsman George Walford in October; the passing of Sgt 
Leandro Mawbey-Puglia’s mother and the passing of Maj 
(ret’d) Hal Buller’s father in November. May they rest in 
eternal peace and may those left behind find comfort in 
knowing that the Regimental family cares deeply about 
their losses. 
 
Upcoming is our traditional Regimental Christmas Dinner 
on Saturday, 12 December, where we will continue to share 
in the spirit of the season with our soldiers, Bandsmen and 
our Regimental Associates.  Do not forget our annual Levee 
on New Year’s Day, which will be my first participation.  I 
hope to see many of you at both of these occasions.  Of 
course, as previously mentioned, we will be holding a 
change of appointment ceremony between HLCol Moseanu 
and HLCol Lloyd on Saturday and Sunday, January 30 and 
31. 
 
The final piece of information that I would like to share in 
this forum is that 32 Signal Regiment will have a new 
standing task of supporting 2 Canadian Mechanized 
Brigade Group (CMBG) Headquarters and Signal Squadron 
in Petawawa with a formed Signal Detachment, a Signal 
Duty Officer and a Section Commander as part of the 
Canadian Army’s initiative called OP REINFORCEMENT. This 
initiative will see Regular Force and Reserve Force 
members training together during the year in formed 
elements in preparation of potential employment together.  
Unlike other similar initiatives of the past, the intention is 
to employ and/or deploy formed elements as opposed to 
individual augmentees on operations, whether domestic or 
expeditionary. The advantage will hopefully be with better 
trained soldiers who will have grown together prior to being 
tasked. 
 
Thanks once again to Jack Lee for the work he does in 
keeping us all informed, and in conclusion I would like to 
wish everyone the best during the Holiday Season and 
upcoming New Year. 
 
LCol Dan Bergeron, CD 
Commanding Officer 
32 Signal Regiment 
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the time that you’re the sergeant major and you’re in 
charge, you’re probably not. 
 
That one’s pretty self-explanatory. 
 
No. 4: You have to work very hard at being more informed 
and less emotional. 
 
Sergeants major, I’ll put it in simple terms: Nobody likes a 
dumb loudmouth. They don’t. 
 
No. 5: If you can’t have fun every day, then you need to go 
home. 
 
You are the morale officer. You don’t have to be everyone’s 
friend, but you do have to be positive all the time. The 
sergeant major is the one everyone looks to when it’s cold, 
when it’s hot, when it’s raining, or things are just going 
south. Your job is to keep the unit together. 
 
No. 6: Don’t be the feared leader. It doesn’t work. 
 
If soldiers run the other way when you show up, that’s 
absolutely not cool. 
 
No. 7: Don’t do anything - and I mean anything - negative 
over email. 
 
You have to call them. Go see them in person. Email’s just 
a tool. It’s not a substitute for leadership. It’s also 
permanent. 
 
No. 8: It’s OK to be nervous. All of us are. 
 
This happens to be my favourite. It came from my mother. 
My mom always used to tell me that if you’re not nervous 
on the first day of school, then you’re either not telling the 
truth, you either don’t care, or you’re just plain stupid. 
[Being nervous] makes you try harder. That’s what makes 
you care more. 
 
Once that feeling is gone, once you feel like you have 
everything figured out, it’s time to go home, because the 
care stops. 
 
No. 9: If your own justification for being an expert in 
everything you do is your 28 years of military experience, 
then it’s time to fill out your Release papers and end your 
military experience. 
 
Not everything gets better with age, sergeants major. You 
have to work at it every day. Remember, you are the 
walking textbook. You are the information portal. Take the 

Command Team 

From the Regimental Sergeant Major 
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by CWO Marcel Mallia, CD 
 
Mr. Lee has been after me for 
weeks to give him something for 
the eCommunicator, and I’ve 
been racking my brain to pass 
something that is relevant to 
him. Our CO has dealt with what 
the Regiment is up to, and what 
is coming our way, so not 
wanting to duplicate I was 
looking to veer in a different 
direction, and as you would have 

it, the Brigade Sergeant Major send me something that 
caught my eye, and funny bone … But at the same time so 
true, and fitting … It more or less reads as follow… 
 
~~ Sergeant Major of the US Army Daniel A. Dailey doesn’t 
pull any punches when he’s talking to his fellow senior non-
commissioned officers. 
 
Dailey, who has been the Army’s top enlisted soldier 
since Jan. 30, has 10 leadership tips he often shares with 
them, particularly those preparing to become sergeants 
major. 
 
“Despite what you’ve experienced in the past, a sergeant 
major’s job isn’t just to find uniform deficiencies.  It’s not 
just to ensure everyone has matching  PT belts and make 
sure everybody stays off the grass. 
 
Your job is to lead soldiers, to ensure they’re trained and 
ready to fight our nation’s wars, and bring them home 
again, so you may get them ready for the next adventure. 
Everything you do should be focused on that, and we’ll be 
OK.” 
 
Dailey's top 10, in his own words: 
 
No. 1: Yelling doesn’t make you skinny. PT does. 
 
If you’re not out there saluting the flag every morning 
at 6:30, you can automatically assume your soldiers are 
not. Soldiers don’t care if you’re in first place. They just 
want to see you out there. This is a team sport. 
 
No. 2: Think about what you’re going to say before you say 
it. 
 
Never regretted taking the distinct opportunity to keep your 
mouth shut. 
 
No. 3: If you find yourself having to remind everyone all of 
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You have supported us for another busy, and sometimes 
troubling year, but with the great staff we have, coupled with 
the great support from our Regimental Family, we are 
emerging on the other side of the 2015 calendar year with 
glowing reports about our Unit, but more so, about our great 
soldiers and their capabilities. 
 
Thank you, and hope to see you all soon. 
 
Chief Warrant Officer Marcel Mallia, CD 
Regimental Sergeant Major 
32 Signal Regiment 

continued from Regimental Sergeant Major 

time to keep yourself relevant. 
 
No. 10: Never forget that you're just a soldier. 
 
That’s all you are. No better than any other, but just one of 
them. 
 
You may get paid a little more, but when the time comes, 
your job is to treat them all fair, take care of them as if they 
were your own children, and expect no more from them of 
that of which you expect from yourself.” ~~ 
 
We can read above and substitute any of those to fit every 
rank, or position we fill while in CAF, so with that in mind, as 
the RSM my message to you is “Thank You”. 

Unit Naming Conventions 

associated with the Regiment.  Importantly, the Signals 
conventions were taken into account – especially that sub-
units in Canadian Army Signals use single digits (1, 2, 3) 
while Troops use phonetic letters (Alfa Troop, Bravo Troop, 
Charlie Troop, etc.).  The following were just some of the 
options compiled: 
 

• 8th Squadron (in commemoration of the 8th Signal 
Regiment in Toronto – 1950-1964); 

• 2nd Squadron (in commemoration of the 2nd Signal 
Regiment in Toronto – 1946-1964); 

• 1 Squadron “The Depot, RC Sigs” (after the original 
home of Signals, and depot at Borden – 1923-1938); 
and 

• 1 “Conover” Squadron (the former CO and Commander 
of the Signals Training Centre in Borden during the 
Second World War). 

 
A questionnaire was distributed in Borden and Toronto in 
order to gather data on the opinions among the ranks, and 
the following trends emerged: 
 

• The majority of soldiers preferred the convention of 
numbered Squadrons; 

• A sizeable minority of soldiers preferred the names 700 
Squadron and 709 Squadron in commemoration of the 
former units; 

• Soldiers were keen to capture some aspect of historical 
significance, but there was little commonality on which 
option was best; and 

 
continued on page 13 

 

by Capt Stu Briggs 
 
In mid-May, Lieutenant-Colonel Bergeron decided on new 
names for the Regiment’s component parts, and these new 
names were announced to the soldiers of the Regiment at 
the stand-down barbecue in Borden at the beginning of June.  
The purpose of renaming the Squadrons emerged during the 
previous training year in anticipation of the change of 
command.  With officers and senior non-commissioned 
ranks preparing ceremonial events, and researching unit 
history, it became apparent that an opportunity was being 
missed to celebrate and perpetuate the rich identity of the 
Regiment’s component parts.  The Regimental Sergeant-
Major was also keen to establish a new identity that unites 
the former elements of 700 (Borden) Communication 
Squadron and 709 (Toronto) Communication Regiment into 
a single team.  Simply having the Squadrons named for their 
geographical locations generated a sense of separation and 
division.  In order to accomplish new unit naming 
conventions, we set out to compile historical research into a 
set of options, and to develop an appreciation of the 
preferences of the serving members of the Regiment. 
 
Historical research into the units that are perpetuated by 32 
Signal Regiment offered many possibilities.  Since the 
founding of the first predecessor unit in 1907, the 
components of the Regiment have had many names:  No. 2 
Signal Company, “A” Corps Signals, 8th Signal Regiment, 
the Toronto Signal Regiment, the Canadian Women’s Army 
Corps, and 2nd (Armoured) Division are just some examples.  
Additionally, there were many symbolic elements of the 
shared history that might be appropriate for Squadron 
names, as well as important historical personalities 



Last Six Months 
 
The last half of 2015 
has been very busy - I 
have been doing a great 
deal of traveling that 
has hampered my ability 
to attend many of the 
Regiment’s events such 
as: Summer BBQ; 
informal hand over from 
HLCol Alex Moseanu to 
HLCol Ken Lloyd; and 
Remembrance Day 
Parade/Lunch. In 
addition, my wife and I 
are moving house 
which, after 15 years in 
our current house, is a 
major undertaking! 
Nevertheless I have 
been able to stay in 
touch with the 
Regiment’s affairs 
through active 
communications with 
LCol Bergeron and Capt 
Ric Rangel-Bron. 
 
During August, I drove to 
Camp Petawawa with 
RSM Mallia to visit our 
troops deployed on 
Exercise Stalwart 
Guardian, the annual 

summer military concentration. Most of 
my time was spent with honoraries from 
the other 4 Division regiments – we 
exchanged ideas about our respective 
roles with our units and the type of 
support we can bring to bear. I came away 
with some new thoughts which I will share 
with our CO in the new year. 
 
During our two days in Camp Petawawa, 
BGen Thomas briefed us on the health of 
the Division and scope of its activities. I 
had not realized how large the Division 
was: spread across 46 Ontario 
communities and comprises more than 
13,000 men and women, including 
 

• 5,880 Regular Force members 

• 5,980 Reserve Force members 

• 620 Canadian Rangers 

• 1,140 civilian employees. 
 
He also introduced us to Operation Honour 
and the initiatives that the Canadian 
Armed Forces are taking to eliminate 
sexual harassment within the military. I 
trust that this initiative from the Chief of 
the Defence Staff has resonated with all 
of our uniformed men and women. Its 
success depends on every one of us 
making a conscious effort to change our 
actions and vocabulary which could be 
deemed threatening or demeaning. 
 
Finally - I had lived in Camp Petawawa as 
a teenager. So before we headed back to 
Toronto, RSM Mallia indulged me by 
taking me past my old home and school – 
you can only imagine the memories that 
rekindled! 
 

Change in Honorary Lieutenant Colonel 
 
In November, HLCol Alex Moseanu, CD will 
retire and replaced by HLCol Ken Lloyd, 
CD. Plans are underway for an 
appropriately formal hand-over ceremony 
in mid-January. Alex has had an amazing 
42 year career with the Canadian Armed 
Forces, including 16 years associated with 
our regiment. On behalf of everyone in our 
regimental family, we thank him for his 

service. 
 
Of course, Ken is no stranger to 32 
Signals.  His military career began in 
1994 with Territorial Army in the UK.  
HLCol Lloyd picked up his roots and 
moved to Canada and took employment 
with the Halton Regional Police Service.  
After completing the police training he 
joined 709 (Toronto) Communication 
Regiment (now the 32 Signal Regiment) 
and eventually became the 
Commanding Officer from 1999 to 
2002.  Ken was also the Commanding 
Officer of 705 (Hamilton) 
Communication Squadron (now known 
as 31 Signal Regiment) from 2005 to 
2009. 
 

My Travels 
 
As many of you know, in 2014 I was a 
member of the largest expedition ever 
mounted north of the Arctic Circle to ski 
to the north magnetic pole. Although my 
travels in 2015 were not nearly as 
strenuous, they were still on the exotic 
side: in January, we trekked in the 
Patagonia area of Argentina and Chile 
and then in October, we spent time in 
the Peruvian Amazon jungle. 
 
During both trips, I tried to imagine the 
Spanish army, mounted on horses and 
heavily armoured, trying to conquer the 
indigenous natives – the altitude (in the 
case of the mountains) and the thick 
vegetation (in the case of the jungle) 
would have made this very difficult. In 
fact it was most likely the diseases that 
the Spaniards brought with them, not 
their military tactics that ultimately 
caused the natives to succumb. 
 
As we approach the end of the year, I 
want to wish everyone a joyous holiday 
time and a healthy 2016. I look forward 
to seeing you at our annual Christmas 
lunch. 
 
HCol Jim Leech, CM 

HCol Leech, CM 

by HCol Jim Leech 
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"Tempus 
Fugit" ...How 
time flies. Here I 
am, after three 
years and an 
extension my 
time is up as the 
Honorary Lt 
Colonel.  What 
an honour it was 

to be the Honorary of both Borden and 
Toronto Squadrons of 32 Signal 
Regiment.  Thank you for that honour to 
all the members of the unit, The Band, 
Cadets and of course Jimmy and 
Associates. 
 
October 2015 marks my 42 years of 
service with the Canadian Armed Forces.  

I started as a Guardsman with the 
Canadian Grenadier Guards in Montreal 
and ending with my appointment as 
Honorary Lt Colonel of our illustrious 
Regiment. 
 
The officer following me, is a stalwart 
gentleman of renown, no other than our 
former CO;  HLCol Ken Lloyd CD, with 
many years of service and a vast 
background from the British army and 
Hong Kong Police as well as Her 
Majesty's Customs.  I am sure you will 
support him in all his endeavours 
promoting the Regiment. 
 
I will continue my important and exalted 
position as Master Chef for Jimmy and 
Associates, a strong supporter of The 
Toronto Signals Band, not forgetting the 
excellent Regimental Flag Party.  I will 

also remain with the Regimental 
Advisory Council under the guidance of 
HCol Jim Leech. 
 
Finally in closing, LCol Greg Stasyna if 
you require a poster size photo of 
myself, I will love to hand you one, 
autographed of course!!!  All others are 
welcome to an 8x10 version at no 
charge (you too, Capt Ric Rangel- Bron). 
 
LCol Daniel Bergeron, a word of advice: 
this Regiment and its members is a one 
of a kind; they will follow you in to battle 
when needed. 
 
SPIRITUS MANET 
 
Alex Moseanu, LCol (Ret'd) 
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continued from Honorary Colonel 

HLCol Ken Lloyd, CD 

Walking back into Fort York and seeing 
so many familiar faces brought back 
memories of shared experiences, of 
deployments for Ice Storms and Y2K; of 
Stalwart Guardians in Petawawa as well 
as the challenges when Fort York was 
used as a Homeless Shelter.  
 
It is a privilege to be invited to serve as 
the Honorary Lieutenant Colonel and to 
be part of the continuing story of Signals 
in Toronto. It really feels like coming 
home.  

 
 In preparing for this appointment I 
sought the advice of many previous 
Honoraries as well as HCol Leech and 
HLCol Moseanu.  The guidance was clear 
and unequivocal that my focus will be 
the continuing story of Signals in 
Toronto and Borden including the 
members of 32 Signal Regiment, and 
the Regimental Family in particular. 
 
My aim will be to foster unit espirit de 
corps; sustain community support for 32 
Signal Regiment; and maintain liaison 
with other units, organisations and 
honourees. 
 
These duties will be achieved in 3 main 
areas of focus: 
 
1) Service to the Serving members: 

● Assistance with job search and 
letters of reference; 
● Assistance from outside experts 
e.g. mediation services, government 
form filling, real estate and other 
advice; 
● Providing a source for Signals and 
regimental history and unit identity; 
 

● Attending parades and events as 
required by the CO and Honorary 
Colonel. 
 

2) Service to the Associates: 
● Maintain liaison with other 
organisations i.e.: Communication 
and Electronic Branch; Hamilton 
Signals Association; overseas 
signals liaison; 
● Maintain liaison with Regimental 
Associations i.e. Jimmy and 
Associates; Toronto Signals Band; 
Hong Kong Ex Serviceman’s 
Association; 
● Sustain a network of support for 
our Signals veterans and family 
members; 
● Take the Signals story into the 
Community through displays; 
presentations and demonstrations 
in schools; Long Term Care Homes 
and other organisations. 
 

3) Service to Youth 
● Support the Regimental Cadet 
units; 
● Develop and sustain a school 
education programme through the 
Vintage Signals Team. 



These 3 areas of focus are already 
provided through the Hamilton Signals 
Association. The Vintage Signals Team 
has already taken the story of Canadian 
Signals into the Canadian National 
Exhibition as well as into Toronto 
schools and soon into the Long Term 
Care Homes. 
 
When Sir Robert Borden instituted the 
position of Honorary Colonel, he stated 
that the job of the Honoraries is to be 
the guardians of Regimental traditions 
and history, promoting the unit identity 
and ethos and being an advisor to the 
Commanding officer. The Canadian 
Forces added that the Honorary works 
behind the scenes and provides needed 

support that would otherwise not be 
available. Therefore, during my tenure in 
office it will be my intent to fulfill these 
aims by 3 areas of focus: serving our 
members; our associates and our youth.  
If you wish to know more, please 
contact me at: 
 
kenlloyd.mediator@gmail.com 
 
Velox Versutus Vigilans 
 
Ken Lloyd 
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by Capt Audrey Brown 
 
This summer, I found a small piece 
of paper that many months ago had 
been tucked into a book.  It was a 
left over reminder of my BMOQ 
course.  My name was written on the 
front and on the back read four 
simple words—duty, loyalty, integrity 
and courage.  The Pillars of the 
Canadian Forces. 
 
In 1973, Author EB White was asked 
for his opinion regarding the bleak 
future of the human race.  His 
response was simply, "As long as 
there is one upright man, as long as 
there is one compassionate woman, 
the contagion may spread and the 
scene is not desolate. Hope is the 
thing that is left to us, in a bad time. 
I shall get up Sunday morning and 
wind the clock, as a contribution to 
order and steadfastness."  (30 March 
1973 Letter to Mr. Nadeau). 
 
I often use that quote when I try to 
describe to people what duty 
means.  It perfectly describes what 
we strive to do.  We make the world 
a better place by doing our job, 
whatever that may be, however 
grand or insignificant, we do it to the 

very best of our own ability and we 
take pride in our work.   Again, White 
noted “Hang on to your hat. Hang on 
to your hope. And wind the clock, 
for tomorrow is another day.” 
 
Loyalty is simply when someone has 
your back and you have theirs—
through thick and thin.  True loyalty 
is tested by time and 
circumstance.  "A friend is someone 
who walks into a room when 
everyone else is walking out." - Gary 
Moore.  We show our loyalty to one 
another, when we help each other 
and ask for help when each of us is 
in need. 
 
Integrity is about character. Not just 
the rules you live your life by or the 
things that you don't do but by what 
you do when you mess 
up.   Sometimes the greatest 
integrity we can show is when we 
answer the question “Did you do 
this?”—with a simple “Yes”.   We all 
make mistakes but our ability to 
stand tall and admit to them is true 
integrity.   Integrity is staying true to 
who we are no matter who is in the 
room with us.  “It is the final test of a 
gentleman—his respect for those 
who can be of no possible service to 

him” (William Lyon 
Phelps, quoted in 
Golden Book 
Magazine, July 
1935). 
 
Courage. Perhaps 
the most 
significant and 
least 
understood.   Courage is not about 
being afraid or unafraid.  It is about 
what we do with our fear.  “Courage 
to me is doing something daring, no 
matter how afraid, insecure 
intimidated, alone, unworthy, 
incapable, ridiculed or whatever 
other paralyzing emotion you might 
feel. Courage is taking action....no 
matter what. So you're afraid? Be 
afraid. Be scared silly to the point 
you're trembling and nauseous, but 
do it anyway!” (Richelle E. Goodrich, 
Smile Anyway). 
 
May all that we seek to do in our 
Regiment, in Our service and in our 
daily lives be based on these four 
unwavering pillars - duty, loyalty, 
integrity and courage. 
 
Blessed Be, Padre Brown 

Padre’s Corner 

continued from Honorary Colonel 
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From the Regiment 

Remembrance Day 

The Signal Prayer (unofficial) - submitted by Padre Brown 
 
This year, our 
Remembrance 
Parade was at 
York Cemetery in 
conjunction with 
32 CER.  As we 
sought to work 
together with the 
Engineers to 
blend into their 
ceremony, we 
faced a simple 
challenge.   The Engineers have a prayer, and so we needed 
a Regimental Prayer.  Best intelligence revealed that there 
was once a prayer for the C and E Branch, but it has long 

been removed 
from official 
channels.  A 
Google search 
revealed a Royal 
Corps of Signals 
Prayer in very 
traditional 
Christian format, 
as well as an 
Australian one, 
with more 
modern 

language.  A quick review of both prayers revealed promise, 
as the words were very conducive to slight changes that 
made the prayer more appropriate for our multi-faith 

context.  Thus the (very unofficial) prayer of the 32 Signal 
Regiment was produced. 

 
"Creator God, 
You 
communicate 
your truth to us 
in every age, 
giving light and 
understanding 
to our human 
condition. 
Grant that we, 
the members of 
the Royal 

Canadian Corps of Signals, may be open to receive, so that 
our lives will communicate truth. 
 
Sharpen our 
skills that we 
may faithfully 
transmit the 
messages 
entrusted to us. 
 
We offer 
ourselves to 
serve and our 
country, and to 
promote peace 
in our 
world.  Amen". 

Interestingly enough, I discovered that the 32 CER's prayer 
was penned by their Padre, Phil Ralph who faced the same 
challenge, years ago. 
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From the Regiment 

continued from Remembrance Day 
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From the Regiment 

Remembrance Day 

Remembrance Day – St. Dominic’s School, Oakville 
 
Hello All: 
 
As part of our Outreach to our Veterans on Remembrance 
Day we attended St Dominic’s School in Oakville. 
 
They held an amazing Remembrance Service which 
included a number of veterans from Bronte Legion. 
Our veteran was Hugh Patterson, a Dispatch Rider from 
2nd Div Signals from Toronto. 
 
He landed with the 2nd Div Sigs on Juno Beach 
in Normandy, one of 24 Riders of the Dispatch Platoon. He 
saw service through Holland, the Scheldt, The Bulge and 
into Germany.  He is the last of the original 7 Dispatch 
Riders of 2nd Div Sigs who survived the War. 
 
Hugh allowed us to share some of his stories with the 
school assembly.  The audience comprising of parents, 
teachers and students chuckled at the story of the dispatch 
rider test, where the bike was dismantled and then the 

blindfolded rider was timed in rebuilding his bike.  They 
were silent when hearing of how headquarters would often 
move and how he would need to find them by crawling 
forward into a wood or copse to find the vehicles and feel 
the tyre treads to see whether they were an allied or 
enemy. Depending on his assessment Hugh would then 
retire back to his bike and enter normally or get away to try 
another wood.  At the end of the short presentation, Hugh 
received an enthusiastic ovation, was presented with a 
plaque and a booklet that the students had written about 
him and other veterans they had interviewed. 
 
At the end of the ceremony, the class of Mr. John McPhail, 
who was responsible for this Veteran project asked Hugh 
for a group photograph, which is attached to this email. 
In the picture are George Stal; Hugh Patterson and Ken 
Lloyd.  For our Veterans, Velox Versutus Vigilans. 
 
Ken Lloyd 
HLCol 32 Sigs Regt 
Previously 2 Div Sigs 
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From the Regiment 

Remembrance Day - York Region 
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From the Regiment 

Awards and Promotions 

for the Canadian Women’s Army Corps from 1962-1964, 
and readers should also note that the Owl of Athena was the 
symbol of 700 (Borden) Communication Squadron for the 
same reason. 
 
2 Squadron (2nd Signalling Company) in Toronto is named 
in commemoration of the founding unit of the Regiment in 
1907 – the 2nd Signalling Company.  This element was 
commanded by the legendary Elroy Forde, and thirty-six 
signallers from this unit marched to war in August of 1914. 
 
Support Troop (The Depot, RC Sigs) is named after the 
original home of Signals, and the depot at Camp Borden 
from 1923 to 1938.  Support Troop has elements at both 
locations – Fort York Armoury and the 1 Squadron lines at 
CFB Borden. 
 
The Commanding Officer has directed that the Squadron 
numerals will be used universally, and that the nicknames 
can be used internally.  In the meantime, Regimental 
Headquarters is making arrangements to have official 
mailing addresses and records amended to reflect the new 
names.  We look forward to celebrating the shared history of 
both Squadrons in 2017 – the 110th anniversary of the 
Regiment!  

• Soldiers generally disliked the options which 
commemorated specific personalities from the 
Regiment’s history, such as McKee, Conover, etc. 

 
With those observations in mind, we approached the 
Commanding Officer with three potential solutions.  The 
Regimental Sergeant-Major was very clear that 700 

Squadron and 709 Squadron 
were not good options, and most 
senior staff agreed that these 
options went contrary to the 
intention of forming a new 
unified identity in the Regiment.  
The Commanding Officer listened 
to the advice of the senior staff 
and based his decision largely on 
the preferences of the serving 
soldiers. 
 
 

The results are as follows: 
 
1 Squadron (ATHENA) in Borden is named in 
commemoration of the mascot of the Canadian Women’s 
Army Corps, the Greek goddess of war Athena.  This reminds 
us of the historical origin of the Squadron as a filter centre 

continued from Unit Naming Conventions 

Hermes and Athena – a painting 
by Bartholomaus Spranger, 
1585. 

Canadian Forces’ Decoration 

 MCpl Heard, CD  Cpl Fisher, CD 
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From the Regiment 

Events 

History of Annual Warriors’ Day Parade CNE 
 
The Warriors’ Day Parade is a unique and spectacular event 
that includes the colour, sounds and traditions of our 
Canadian Armed Forces as well as the recognition of those 
who served and are serving today.  Since 1921, the Parade 
has provided an opportunity to celebrate our military history 
and victories.  For participants and spectators, it is an 
opportunity to show deep appreciation for the priceless gift 
of freedoms given to us by our veterans and those brave 
men and women presently serving in the Canadian Forces. 
 
Participation in the Parade is open to military, para-military 
marching units and bands, veteran contingents and military-
themed living history re-enactors. 
 
This year our Toronto Signals Band won two parade awards.  
First prize of the Flag and Colour Party was awarded to the 
Flag Party and second prize to the Band for Brass and 
Trumpet Bands.  Congratulation to the Band. 
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From the Regiment 

continued from Events 

True Patriot Love Gala 



Since the last edition of the Communicator, the 32 
Signal Regiment Junior Ranks Mess Committee has 
been extremely busy.  Earlier this year in April 2015, 
the Junior Ranks Mess hosted a successful 
regimental formal.  We had a fantastic turn out with 
a four-course dinner and dance at the Woodbine 
Banquet Hall hosting over 100 guests.  Thank you to 
everyone who attended and made the event a great 
success. 
 
With the conclusion of the capstone event, it was 
time to pass on the torch to the next elected 
committee.  The Junior Ranks Mess recently 
concluded their annual election for the new team. 
 
The new executive of the 2015 - 2016 Junior Ranks 
Mess consists of: 
 
President – Cpl Jacky Mao 
Vice President – Cpl Huy Nguyen 
Treasurer – Cpl Ron Zhou 
Secretary – Cpl Jaanus Anja 
 

We are proud to have 
another strong cohesive 
team to represent the 
Junior Ranks.  The new 
team is currently 
looking into new and 
exciting venues to host 
the next JRs 
Regimental Ball.  In the 
new-year (2016) we will 
start posting details of 
the upcoming event 

and ticket sales will start as early as January.  But before we get 
there, Christmas is right around the corner.  There is a lot of 
planning left to do and there is still a lot of fundraising to do.  
Having said that, stay tuned for the upcoming JRs Annual 
Christmas Raffle.  Like we do every year, we have tons of 
amazing prizes. 
 
Hosting a formal is a lot of work and it can be financially 
challenging.  We will need your support!  If you are interested in 
sponsorship opportunities, please reach out to the PMC, Cpl Jacky 
Mao at jackymaojm@gmail.com.  Please help us make this event 
one you won’t forget.  Thank you in advance for your support and 
we look forward to hosting you again at our premier event. 
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by Capt Steven Morgan,  
CO, 709 Cadets 

 
The 2015/2016 training year is off to a 
great start for 709 Toronto Signals Cadet 
Corps.  We continue to train at St. 
Thomas Aquinas school on Wednesday 
evenings from 1830 to 2130, with select 
training nights also held at Fort York 
Armoury.  The cadets, who number 90, 
range in age from 12 to 18 are 
distributed among five training levels.  

The corps continues to strengthen and is expected to exceed 
100 by Jan 2016.  We also welcomed some new staff to our 
ranks, OCdt James Kelly, Civilian Instructor Chris Allen and 
Civilian Instructor Nikie Martin. 
 
The Annual Cadet Review was held at Fort York Armoury on 
Monday, June 1st where the Cadets demonstrated what they 
had learned throughout the training year on the parade 
square, and awards were presented to top performing 
cadets.  The change of review night to a Monday was a huge 

success and the corps had the largest number of guests to 
date.  The Reviewing Officer for the 2015 Annual Review 
was LCol Greg Stasyna CD, former Commanding Officer of 
32 Signal Regiment.  The Toronto Signals Band provided 
musical support to the corps, and as always did an amazing 
job.  Those who had the opportunity to attend were treated 
to excellent demonstrations of the corps’ abilities both on 
and off the parade square.  We are very fortunate to have 
the support of the Regimental family.  Please mark your 
calendars for this year’s annual review which is scheduled to 
take place on Monday June 6, 2016. 
 
As our training year came to an end in June, many of the 
cadets spent two to six weeks of their summer on training 
courses at Cadet Summer Training Centers in Blackdown 
and Connaught.  Cadets attended Drill and Ceremonial, 
Expedition Instructor, Marksmanship Instructor, Basic 
Expedition, Sports and Fitness Instructor, Basic Sports and 
Fitness and General Training courses.  The cadets performed 
well and two of our cadets received special recognition.  
MWO Rebecca Verlaan achieved the highest female fitness 
level at Leadership and Challenge which took place at the 

Junior Ranks Mess Committee 

Message from the Mess Committee 

Cadets 

709 Signals Cadet Corps 
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Rocky Mountain Cadet Training Center in Alberta and MCpl 
Cristianna Giallo, who attended Expedition Leader course 
was awarded top cadet for her course and was also 
interviewed by espritdecorps magazine.  Please follow the 
link: 
 

http://espritdecorps.ca/a-week-inside-ontarios-cadet-
training-centre-summer-camps 

 
Our annual bivouac training exercise was held on the 
weekend of September 25-27 at Base Borden.  The weather 
was perfect for moving the classroom into the outdoors, with 
field craft and survival being the training theme for the 
weekend.  The cadets constructed improvised shelters, and 
slept in hooches during the night.  Saturday evening at MP 
Alt concluded with a bonfire where the cadets had the 
chance to roast marshmallows and hot dogs over an open 
fire.  The cadets were also treated with the rare opportunity 
to observe the Super Moon that took place that weekend.  
The cadets awoke early Sunday am to dekitt and hike back 
to Blackdown where they honed their marksmanship skills 
on the Air Rifle Range.  The training weekend was a huge 
success. 
 
Every year the Army Cadet program brings together Silver 
and Gold Star cadets from across each region to attend an 
annual expedition training weekend.  On October 16-18, 
Gold Star cadets from the corps travelled to Kelso 
Conservation Area in Milton to develop their expedition 
skills.  Upon arrival, the cadets were split into teams with 
cadets from other corps.  Each team spent the weekend 
mountain biking and hiking on the Niagara Escarpment, 
working together to prepare kit, cook meals, set up and tear 
down biv sites, and navigate from point to point.  The cadets 
had excellent weather for training and were treated both 
mornings to a heavy frost on the ground when they awoke at 
0600 hrs. 
 
Remembrance Day always plays an important role in the 
cadet training year.  On October 31, thirty cadets assisted 
Royal Canadian Legion Branches 66 and 75 with their Poppy 
Campaign.  The RCL needed assistance due to their aging 
membership and the cadets were able to help out our 
community partners.  The corps proudly marched with 32 
Signal Regiment in the Remembrance Day Ceremony at 
York Cemetery on November 7th with 50 cadets 
participating.  The parade was well attended and the cadets 
were honoured to be part of the event.  On November 11th, 
for the very first time, 6 cadets from 709 participated in the 
Sunrise Remembrance Day Ceremony at Prospect 
Cemetery, which included many dignitaries and received 
wide coverage by the media.  The Corps looks forward to 
joining Royal Canadian Legion Earlscourt branch 65 and 
Prospect Cemetery at next year’s event. 

The Royal Canadian Military Institute asked the Corps for our 
support at their annual Family Day on November 15.  The six 
cadets supervised the children of the members who 
watched the Santa Clause Parade from the balconies.  The 
cadets were privileged to be given a tour of RCMI and 
sample some excellent food.  A good time was had by all. 
 
In addition to the regular training plan, this year 709 has 
assembled two teams as part of the optional training 
program.  Our air rifle marksmanship team, coached by 
CWO Dave Lowry and CI Nick Czernkovich, practice on 
Monday nights at Fort York Armoury.  The shooting team will 
participate in the Zone Shoot and the Tartan Shoot.  New for 
2015 is the drill team, under the direction of Lt Sandoval 
and OCdt James Kelly which will participate in a regional 
competition this winter.  Good luck to both teams! 
 

For more information on our corps and to read about 
upcoming events, please visit our and website: 

 
http://www.709cadets.ca 

 
and Facebook page 

 
https://www.facebook.com/709army 

 
On behalf of the Officers and Cadets of 709 Toronto Signals 
Cadet Corps, I would like to thank 32 Signal Regiment and 
the Regimental Family for their ongoing support. 
 
Wishing you and your families a safe and happy holiday 
season. 
 
Captain Steven Morgan 
Commanding Officer 
709 Toronto Signals Cadet Corps 

continued from 709 Signals Cadet Corps 

Change of Cadet RSM 
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Cadets 

709 Signals Cadet Corps 



Hello, my 
name is Hal 
Buller.  I am 
a retired 
member who 
served with 
709 
(Toronto) 

Communication Regiment and 32 
Signal Regiment (among other 
units).  I am the newly elected 
president of Jimmy and 
Associates (J&A), the Toronto 
Signal Regiment Alumni 
association.  Some of you may be 
saying “I know that, silly”, but 
there may be others, such as new 
serving members of the regiment 
who may not.  They are included 
in my target audience for this 
article as well.  Indeed, they need 
to become familiar and 
comfortable with J&A so that 
membership is a natural 
progression.  Anyway, herewith is 
my first article as the J&A 
president. 
 
One keystone event on our annual 
calendar has come and gone for 
this year.  I am speaking of our 
annual reunion/picnic.  As usual it 
was held at the homestead of Lou 
Lombardi.  Also as usual, many 
people contributed to a successful 
event.  I would very much like to 
express my appreciation to 
everyone who voluntarily put so 
much time and effort into the 
success of this function.  The cost 
of this function rose noticeably 
this year, mostly as a result of the 
new stricter interpretation of 
“provision of service” regulations.  
Hopefully our annual fee for 
participation will be stable at this 
new level for a while again. 
 
Something that we brought 
forward during the picnic was 
discussion about the uniforms of 

the flag party.  First, some basic info.  
Members of the association have for many 
years provided volunteers, dressed in 
historical dress uniforms, as a Flag Party.  
The correct term is “Flag Party” and not 
“Colour Party”, as I was recently schooled 
in, because our unit has never been 
awarded colours.  This all volunteer Flag 
Party provides an important element in 
the conduct of a formal unit parade.   
Anyway, the current set of uniforms we 
have are hand me downs, passed through 
several generations, that are showing their 
age.  The gender mix of our group is also 
more representative of today’s times, so 
the all male pattern uniforms of old are 
not an ideal fit.  We have therefore 
embarked on a fundraising campaign to 
allow us to purchase replacement 
uniforms.  At a minimum cost of $500.00 
each, for nine to twelve sets, we will need 
a few dollars.  We have defined the 
desired replacements as new “Dress 
Blues”, or “Patrols”, that are consistent in 
appearance, quality of construction, 
proper fit, and gender appropriate.   If 
anyone has ideas on how to grow this 
fund, by all means speak up. 
 
In past years the next item on the 
association’s radar would have been a 
Christmas season luncheon.  That item is 
no longer on our planning calendar, 
because of the combined unit Christmas 
serving members dinner that includes the 
extended regimental family.   So another 
important item on our radar then becomes 
the next Garrison Ball in 2016.  The 
annual Toronto Garrison Ball is where the 
military community invites the public to 
come out for a formal evening of dinner, 
dance, and companionship.  There is 
strong participation from the military 
community, as well as a significant draw 
to the public.  It is our regiment’s turn to 
conduct and host this annual event.  We 
are all needed to carry the workload to 
produce this event, and to make this a 
memorable showcase of the Signal Corps 
in the Canadian Armed Forces. 
 
I would like to make an honourable 
mention to our sister association the west, 

Hamilton Signals Association.  Having 
served with both units, I am a member of 
both associations.  Much to my pleasure, 
we are working well together whenever 
and wherever possible.   One example of 
this is the CNE display.  The visual signals 
team of the Hamilton Signals Association 
has been asked for the second year now 
to help mount a historically accurate 
display of Signals use in a First World War 
trench in conjunction with Veterans 
Affairs.  Several members of J&A provided 
valuable manpower to staff this onerous 
undertaking.  Well done, and thank you.  
We also participated in the city of 
London’s Doors Open festival by manning 
a display within the RCR museum in 
Wolseley Barracks.  See: 
 

http://thercrmuseum.ca/Past-Events 
 
I want to also draw every one’s attention 
to the new website of: 
 

http://cmcen.ca/ 
 
This initiative is one that shares info from 
within the entire branch and across all 
Signals associations across Canada. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Hal F Buller, Maj (Ret’d) 
President Jimmy and Associates 
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Jimmy and Associates 

J&A BBQ 
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This summer, the band had the 
privilege to perform in Hamilton for the 
Pan Am Soccer game on July 12, 2015.    
We performed during the half time of 
the Canada vs. Brazil game.  Our next 
gig was the Warriors Day Parade on 
Saturday august 22, 2015 at the CNE 
followed by a performance at the 
armouries.  Nothing like being in full 

uniform on a hot humid day.  All our hard work paid off as 
the Toronto Signals Colour Guard placed first and the Band 
placed second in their respective categories for the 94th 
Warriors’ Day Parade competition. 
 
 

There are two parades before winter is upon us at 
Humbercrest School and the Remembrance Day Parades.  
Humbercrest Public School was celebrating their Centennial 
year and The Toronto Signals Band was asked to kick-off 
their event with a parade on Saturday September 26th.  The 
Band will be looking forward seeing the members of the 
Regiment for the Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday 
November 8th. 
 
Next up is the Holiday Season.  That means the Band will be 
busy bringing in the Jolly well-nourished guy in the red suit to 
various locations around the GTA!!! 
 
Next year will mark the 90th Anniversary for the Toronto 
Signals Band.  We will be hosting a Weekend to Remember 

continued from Jimmy and Associates 

Toronto Signals Band 
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Event.  It will take place September 23 
to 25, 2016 at the Courtyard By 
Marriott Hotel in Brampton.  The 
weekend event will include a Dinner/
Dance with open bar and a Farewell 
Breakfast along with special pricing for 
rooms.  For further information or to 
RSVP to this amazing event please e-
mail us at torsigns90@gmail.com. 
 
The Toronto Signals Band is always 
looking for new members so if you 
know anyone who is interested please 
help and spread the word.  We meet on 
Monday nights at Fort York Armouries 
from 1930 to 2230. 
 
Eleonore Edwards 
Public Relations 
Toronto Signals Band  

Introducing Angus, the 
Toronto Signals Band 
official mascot, an 8 year 
old, 120 pound, St 
Bernard cross. 
 
Angus joined the Band in 
April 2010 and his first 
official appearance was 
on April 12 the same 

year as he proudly marched in the Toronto Beaches Easter 
parade.  Since then Angus has marched with the Band in 
numerous Canada Day parades, Easter parades and 
Christmas parades where Band members can look to him 
for a quick sip of liquid warmth from his brandy keg. This 
year he had the honour of being the first dog to march as a 
member of a military band in the annual Warriors Day 
parade held at the CNE in Toronto. 
 
Since joining the Band in addition to the public parades 
Angus has also been an invited guest at the Band's annual 
Children’s' Christmas Party and was on parade at the recent 
Change of Command Ceremony at Fort York Armouries.  He 

also enjoyed some delicious steak at the annual Jimmy and 
Associates BBQ held on Aug 8th this year. 
 
When not on duty with the Band Angus works as a St. John 
Ambulance Therapy Dog, something he has done for 6 
years, making weekly visits to long term care facilities in 
both Ajax and Oshawa.  He also works weekly with some 
young public school students in Ajax who have been 
diagnosed with various learning disabilities.  Once each 
month Angus also visits a facility in Ajax that provides 
support to young adults living with Down Syndrome, Multiple 
Sclerosis, Muscular Dystrophy and Autism.  In a typical 
month Angus puts in an average of 40 – 45 hours of 
Therapy Dog work.  He also does one off visits to Health 
Fairs, dog related events such as Bark in the Park and local 
universities to calm and relax students and staff during 
exam time.  He also mentors new dogs and their handlers 
wishing to enter the SJA Therapy Dog program. 
 
Angus is a very large and very loveable dog who never 
seems to tire of all the well-deserved attention he gets 
whether on parade with the Band, working  with St. John 
Ambulance or just chilling out at the dog park.  He is 
definitely one of a kind. 

continued from Toronto Signals Band 

Toronto Signals Band Mascot - Angus 
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Events and Notices 

Noah Haoyang Zhang 

 

Good day all, 

  

My son, Noah Haoyang Zhang was born on Saturday 15 Aug at 2041 in Toronto. Mother and baby are 

doing fine and we are back home.  Some of you are probably having fun on SG15, well, hang in there! 

  

Dan Zhang 

Capt 

CJOC J6 Ops 2-3 

Konnie Wang & Ethan Peng 

Suganya Lee & Geoff Taylor 

Birth Announcement 

Wedding Announcements 



by Maj (ret’d) Ken Lloyd, CD 

President, Signals Mobile Memorial Project 

 

THE SIGNALS MOBILE MEMORIAL PROJECT: LINE TRUCK 

 

“She runs like a dream”.  Six hours 

down the highway and she was still 

running, we have a Line truck.  Every 

Line truck I had ever seen always 

looked like rust and green paint tied 

together with wire. Ask any Line Crew 

“What did you do to your truck!” and 

they would answer, “Our job…we’ve 

been in the bush!” 

 

The Vintage Signal Team now had its own Memorial Line 

Truck. This truck is the epitome of the Signals Trade. 

Wherever this truck goes, heads turn and eyes follow the 

“green machine’. it is an amazing vehicle to bring the 

Signals story into schools and Events. 

We are looking for helpers, builders and kit to make this 
memorial come alive. 
 
If you wish to know more or wish to help in our rebuild project 
please contact us at: 
 

info@hamiltonsignals.com  or  kenlloyd.mediator@gmail.com 
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Associations 

Hamilton Signals Association 

At the Schools and Events, pupils and visitors will 
experience the thrill of laying line and connecting phones. 
Our trained volunteers will share the stories of Line crew, 
especially the tales and memories of those named on the 
memorial plaque in the cab and in the memorial book.  
These will especially include stories of Line crew in the 
Cold War and in Peacekeeping who may have worked in 
a truck like ours. 



by Maj (ret’d) Ken Lloyd, CD 

President, Signals Mobile Memorial Project 

 

THE SIGNALS MOBILE MEMORIAL PROJECT: MEMORIAL RADIO TRUCK 

 

“Does anyone have a manual for this?” 

 

The more we searched the internet for 

information and twiddled knobs to make the 

equipment work, the more we realized that the 

equipment ‘know how’ and stories of the ‘Cold 

War’ and beginnings of ‘Peacekeeping’ were 

being forgotten. There were memorials and 

school projects for the World Wars and Korea 

but very few reminders to recall how peace was 

kept, how the equipment worked or the lives of 

those dedicated to make it work. 

 

The aim of the Vintage Signal Team is to create 

a memorial that is mobile and can be taken into 

the schools and into events. Our visitors can 

experience the equipment and learn the stories 

of the Signalers who kept the communications 

‘In and working’ throughout the Cold War and 

the many ‘Peacekeeping’ deployments. 

 

When the memorial  arrives at the school or event the visitors will experience a little of a Signaler’s life  as our trained 

volunteers show the equipment and share the tales from the memoriam book about the Rad Ops and teletype operators’ 

members whose names will be inscribed on a plaque in the cab. 

 

The truck presently under reconstruction is a CRTTZ variant.  This was chosen because there are fewer members who 

remember how these trucks operated and it is more difficult to locate both memories and missing equipment.  The sooner 

we complete the memorial, the better experience our visitors will have. 

 

If you would like to be part of this project or have stories and memorabilia to help our truck come alive please contact us at: 

info@hamiltonsignals.com  or  kenlloyd.mediator@gmail.com 
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Associations 

Hamilton Signals Association 
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PETER BULLER  
 
Mr. Peter Buller was born in a Mennonite (German 
speaking) village in Russia and was a survivor of the 
Second World War.  After the war he ended up in a 
Displaced Persons camp.  This is where he met his wife.  
Mr. Buller and his new bride were granted immigration 
papers to Canada. 
 
They raised four boys, and owned a succession of homes 
(three), in ever newer suburban developments.  He did 
enjoy the presence of his grand children, and then his great 
grand children. 
 
He was extremely proud of Major Hal Buller’s military 
service, even though the rest of the traditionally pacifist 
Mennonite community was aghast.  He was extremely 
grateful for the life he was able to establish in Canada and 
knew from experience and hard exposure what the 
alternatives were like. 

In Memory and Obituaries 

We will remember them. 

DAVID ROSS-ROBERTSON 
 
Passed away peacefully at 
Freeport Hospital, Kitchener, on 
Sunday, May 24, 2015 in his 
82nd year. Lovingly 
remembered by his daughters 
Leslie (Michael) and Donna 
(Steve) and his son Jim (Mary) 
and grandsons Kienan and 
Corey Ross-Robertson. "Uncle 
Ross" will be dearly missed by 
his cousins Jan (Cec) Omand, 
Alex Omand, Jennifer (Dane) 
Bannister and Noah and Gracie 
Bannister. 

 
David was an award winning artist/designer and illustrator, 
a writer, researcher, arranger/composer and graphic arts 
and design college instructor. He was a man of amazing 
talent. But his real love was drum corps. Beginning in high 
school he marched with Toronto's Western Tech Signals 
Cadet Trumpet, the 180th Mosquito Squadron Air Cadets 
and later the Second Signals Regiment Band as a 
performer, arranger and instructor. In 1953 he moved to 
Preston to write music and instruct the Scout House Band. 
Over the years his involvement in drum corps extended to 
the USAF Band, the USAF Drum and Bugle Corps, the 
Yankee Rebels, the Hawthorne Caballeros and eventually, 
in 1992 his return to the Scout House Alumni Band. 
 
David was a good friend to many, a great story teller, a 
charming "flirt" and a gentle man who loved to help and 
encourage others. He will be missed. 

BILL ASKIN, CD 
 
Bill Askin was a member of 
8th Signal Regiment where 
he was award the Canadian 
Decoration.  He and Verna 
are Life members of Jimmy 
& Associates and are 
originals of the association. 
Bill died at the age of 88 on 
July 13, 2015. 
 
 
 

Bill and Verna have been married for 68 long happy years 
with numerous children and grandchildren. 

GEORGE WALFORD 
 
It is with great sadness that we 
report the passing early this 
evening, Saturday, September 
12, 2015 of George Walford. 
 
George was a proud member of 
the Toronto Signals Band and 
he will be greatly missed by all 
who knew him. 
 
We send our thoughts and 
prayers to his wife and family. 
 
Rest in peace dear friend. 



 

          90
th

 Anniversary Weekend  
September 23rd - 25th, 2016               

       Courtyard Marriott – Brampton 
              90 Biscayne Crescent  
    (410 & Steeles), Brampton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities for during the day Saturday are still being developed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come out and celebrate this milestone with members, alumni, family and friends 

905 383-5933     laurich@rogers.com 

Friday Night 

Meet & Greet 
 

A chance to catch up 

with your friends from 

the past and present. 

 

  Meet old buddies you 

used to march with, 

share photographs and 

memorabilia and stories 

you can’t forget (and 

some you may want 

to!!). 

Sunday Morning 

Farewell Breakfast  
 

Last chance to get 

together with your 

friends, old and new. 

 

Enjoy a spectacular full 

breakfast and take this 

chance to make sure 

you have email 

addresses and phone 

numbers so you can stay 

in touch. 

Saturday Night 

Dinner/Dance 
 

A celebration of fine food, amazing 

entertainment and wonderful dancing. 

 

Enjoy a great dinner, open bar, wine 

on each table, dancing to the 

renowned RHLI dance band.  Dress is 

semi formal or business suit. 

See pricing options on the attached 

form. 

We’d like to 

know!!! 
To gauge interest, your 

committee is asking what 

functions you are planning 

attend.  Money is not due 

now. 



 

                                                        

     
                                               

DONATION FORM 

THE REGIMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

32 SIGNAL REGIMENT 

Charity Registration # 119113686RR0001 

 

 
WO Renny MacKinnon 
7509 Cavan Rd 
Bewdley, ON 
K0L 1E0 
 
Dear Renny: 
 
 
I would like my donation directed to: 
 

□ The Flag Party Uniform Fund       $ __________ 

 

□ The Regimental Advisory Council-32 Signal Regiment   $ __________ 

 
 (for Regimental activities including 32 Signal Regiment & their cadets) 

□ The SHE Fund (i.e. Bursaries for our soldiers)    $  _________ 

 

□ The Toronto Signals Band       $ __________ 

 
 

My total gift equals         $ ___________ 
                                 my gift 
 
         
 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES payable to:   The Regimental Advisory Council – 32 Signal Regiment  
and mail to our Treasurer,  WO Renny MacKinnon, 7509 Cavan Rd, Bewdley ON, K0L 1E0 
 
 
Please send my receipt for income tax purposes to: 
 
Name          _________________________           Telephone     ________________ 
     
Address:       _________________________ 
 
City               _________________________                                 Postal Code   ______________ 
 
email:         _______________________ 




